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For  our  new  readers  who  haven't  been  following 
the  Montana  Planning  News,  this  is  the  first  issue 
of  the  Montana  Community  News,  the  monthly 
roundup  of  news  from  the  Department  of 
Community  Affairs. 

DCA  includes  the  Aeronautics  Division,  the  Coal 
Board,  the  Highway  Safety  Division,  the  Human 
Resources  Division,  the  Indian  Affairs  Unit,  the 
Local  Government  Services  Division,  the  Planning 
Division  and  the  Research  and  Information  Systems 
Division. 

We  hope  MCN  will  be  an  interesting  and 
informative  way  for  us  to  let  you  know  about  the 
broad  range  of  activities  and  services  DCA  offers. 
If  you  have  any  questions,  comments  or  suggestions 
about  the  newsletter,  just  call  449-3757  or  write 
Montana  Community  News,  Department  of 
Community  Affairs,  Capitol  Station,  Helena,  MT 
59601. 


plea: 


Capitol  StaXion 
Hzl^na,   MT  ^960/ 


r 


ciss*  ■' 


Bulk  Rate 
U.S.  Postage 

PAID 
Permit  No.  2 
Helena,  Mt. 

59601 


JAN     9  1979 

930  F  '. 


00 


CD 

n 

E 

CD 

> 
O 


NOTHING'S  SURE 
EXCEPT  GAS  AND 
TAXES... 


Ron  Richards,  director  of  the  Montana 
Department  of  Highways,  wants  to  make  sure  that 
the  state's  highway  trust  fund  doesn't  lose  money  if 
Montanans  use  less  gas. 

So  he's  proposing  to  raise  the  existing  8-cents-a- 
gallon  tax  on  gasoline  if  gas  consumption  falls 
because  of  fuel-efficient  cars,  mass  transportation 
and  other  conservation  measures. 

The  8-cent  tax  would  go  up  .1  cent  after  any  six- 
month  period  in  which  gasoline  consumption  in 
Montana  drops  1%.  The  tax  would  fluctuate 
between  a  low  of  8-cents-per-gallon  and  a  high  of 
lO-cents-per-gallon.  Richard's  proposal  would  not 
affect  the  tax  on  diesel  or  aviation  fuels. 

The  sliding  tax  would  require  legislative  approval 
before  it  could  go  into  effect  —  Richards  is 
reportedly  looking  for  sponsors. 


AIRPORT  FUNDS 

Carter  signed  the  DOT  appropriations  bill  on 
Friday,  August  3,  1978  which  contained  the  fiscal 
1979  funding  for  general  aviation  airports.  On 
October  1,  Secretary  of  Transportation  Brock 
Adams  announced  a  fiscal  year  1979  apportionment 
of  $378.8  million  for  public  airport  development. 

The  Airport  Development  Aid  Program  (ADAP) 
funds  are  administered  by  the  Federal  Aviation 
Administration.  A  total  of  $330  million  will  go  to 
air  carrier  airports  and  will  be  available  for  a  three- 
year  period,  while  the  remaining  $48.8  million  will 
be  allotted  exclusively  to  general  aviation  airports  in 
the  states.  The  general  aviation  apportionments  are 
available  for  a  two-year  period. 

Montana  ranked  tenth  in  general  aviation  funds 
with  a  total  allocation  of  $1,055,589.00.  Alaska, 
California  and  Texas  ranked  first,  second  and  third 
respectively. 

Funds  not  obligated  within  the  designated  periods 
will  be  channeled  into  discretionary  funds  for 
airport  development,  which  are  also  administered 
by  the  FAA. 
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BLOCK  GRANTS 

Minor  modifications  of  the  regulations  for  the 
Department  of  Housing  and  Urban  Development's 
Community  Development  Block  Grant  "Small 
Cities"  program  are  expected  to  be  issued  in  mid- 
November,  and  HUD  has  scheduled  a  one-day 
workshop  to  explain  them  to  communities 
beginning  at  8:30  a.m.,  November  29,  1978,  at  the 
Ramada  Inn  in  Butte.  Invitations  are  being  mailed 
to  all  local  governing  bodies,  but  any  other 
interested  persons  are  welcome  to  attend. 

Montana  communities  will  be  competing  for  a 
total  of  $4,465,000  available  in  the  state  in  fiscal 
year  1979.  "Small  Cities"  grants  can  be  used  to 
meet  a  variety  of  community  development  needs, 
and  are  heavily  weighted  to  favor  projects  of 
significant  direct  benefit  to  low-moderate  income 
persons.  The  pre-application  deadline  is  January  15, 
1979. 

Because  of  limited  dining  facilities  at  the 
Ramada,  luncheon  reservations  for  persons  wishing 
to  eat  there  should  be  made  in  advance.  Those 
wishing  to  do  so,  and  anyone  desiring  further 
information  about  the  workshop  should  contact 
Carol  Daly  of  the  DCA  Planning  Division  in 
Helena  at  449-3757  or  Rusty  van  Home  of  HUD  in 
Denver  at  303-387-4666. 


STATE  TO  OVERSEE 
COAL  STRIPPING 

Montana  will  be  overseeing  coal  strip-mining  and 
reclamation  on  federal  lands  within  the  state, 
thanks  to  a  cooperative  agreement  recently  signed 
by  Governor  Tom  Judge  and  the  U.S.  Department 
of  Interior. 

"In  signing  the  cooperative  agreement,"  said 
Judge,  "Montana  is  committed  to  strict 
enforcement  of  coal  mine  performance  standards, 
frequent  mine  inspections  and  the  maintenance  of 
adequate  personnel  levels  and  equipment  to 
undertake  the  task  at  hand." 

The  Interior  Department  will  be  reimbursing 
Montana  for  the  costs  of  thee  program,  which  will 
be  administered  by  the  Montana  Department  of 
State  Lands. 

Judge  praised  the  agreement,  saying  it  proved 
that  "...  this  state  has  a  tough  but  fair  coal  mine 
reclamation  program,  and  that  we  can  adequately 
enforce  the  federal  strip  mining  act  without  undue 
federal  interference." 

"The  Department  of  Interior  will  interact  with 
state  officials  on  such  major  issues  as  protection  of 
underground  water  supplies  and  revegetation," 
Judge  added. 


Coal  Board  Continues 
Local  Impact  Grants 


Despite  a  lawsuit  by  coal  companies  challenging 
the  legality  of  Montana's  coal  severance  tax,  the 
Montana  Coal  Board  is  continuing  to  consider 
applications  for  services  and  facilities  for  areas 
impacted  by  coal  development. 

"The  problems  don't  go  away  just  because  the 
taxes  are  paid  under  protest,"  said  Jack  Cohn,  Coal 
Board  Chairman.  "The  Governor's  policy  decision 
to  place  the  protested  tax  monies  into  the  General 
Fund  and  the  Coal  Tax  Oversight  Committee's 
endorsement  has  bolstered  our  efforts  to  address 
the  problems  of  the  citizens  of  the  coal-impacted 
areas." 

Montana  assesses  the  highest  coal  severance  tax 
in  the  nation:  30%  of  the  mine-mouth  price  of  the 
coal.  Part  of  the  funds  raised  by  the  tax  are  given 
out  by  the  Coal  Board  to  help  local  governments 
deal  with  the  impacts  of  coal  development  in  their 
areas.  Last  June,  four  coal  companies  and  fifteen 
utilities  filed  suit  in  Lewis  and  Clark  County 
District  Court,  calling  the  tax  "excessive"  and 
claiming  it  impeded  interstate  commerce. 

Since  the  challenge  to  the  coal  severance  tax,  the 
Montana  Coal  Board  has  awarded  grants  for 
$1,534,340  to  fund  eight  new  projects  in  the  impact 
area  of  eastern  Montana.  This  brings  to 
$16,431,239  the  total  amount  granted  by  the  Board 
since  its  creation  by  the  Montana  Legislature  in 
1975.  Another  $11,555,373  in  grants  have  been 
denied  by  the  Board  in  its  three-year  tenure  as  the 
governing  body  of  the  Local  Impact  Assistance 
funds. 

Three  of  the  new  grants  were  for  the  purchase  of 
capital  equipment  items  for  Hysham,  Hardin  and 
Big  Horn  County  for  a  total  of  $172,388.  Two 
others  were  for  construction  of  water  and  sewer 
systems  in  Laurel  and  Custer  County  for  a  total  of 
$841,722  while  the  balance  included  a  Community 
Services  Facility  in  Colstrip  for  $300,000,  school 
equipment  and  construction  in  Forsyth  for  $193,230 
and  a  comprehensive  planning  grant  in  Treasure 
County  for  $17,000. 

The  Coal  Board  is  made  up  of  seven  members 
appointed  by  the  Governor.  It  awards  grants  in  the 
certified  impact  areas  to  local  government  units  to 
provide  adequate  public  services  as  the  direct  result 


of  increased  coal  development.  The  current  and 
original  Board  Members  include  Chairman  Jack 
Cohn,  Helena;  William  Meisburger,  Vice- 
Chairman,  Forsyth;  B.  J.  "Swede"  Goodheart, 
Malta;  Dr.  W.  R.  Anderson,  Hardin;  Eugene 
Schuld,  Circle;  Henry  Siderius,  Kalispell  and 
Veronica  Sullivan,  Butte. 

Active  Coal  Board  Grants 

1.  Ashland  Elementary 

School  Construction $    800,000 

2.  Forsyth  Elementary 

School  Construction 2,500,000 

3.  Forsyth  Water  Treatment  Plant 150,000 

4.  Forsyth  Sewage 

Treatment  Construction 25,000 

5.  Colstrip  Sewage  Treatment  System. . . .  538,000 

6.  Rosebud  County  Jail  Project 100,000 

7.  Hardin  Sewer  Lagoon 266,475 

8.  Miles  Community  College 

Construction 1 ,529,663 

9.  Colstrip  Water  Treatment 

Plant  Improvements 656,600 

10.  McCone  County  Comprehensive  Plan  . .  42,500 

1 1 .  Hardin  Water  System  Improvements . .  260,900 

12.  Hardin  Sewer  Main  Construction 416,978 

13.  Hysham  Sewer  System  Improvements  .  .56,500 

14.  Laurel  Water  Treatment 

Improvements 483,722 

15.  Forsyth  Water  Main  Replacements 87,000 

16.  Rosebud  County  Water  & 

Sewer  District  Construction 57,000 

17.  Forsyth  Solid  Waste 

System  Improvements 145,000 

18.  Big  Horn  County  Law 

Enforcement  Facility 416,000 

19.  Hysham  Fire  Truck  Purchase 50,000 

20.  Custer  County  Water  & 

Sewer  District  Project 358,000 

21.  Forsyth  School  District 

Equipment  &  Construction 193,230 

22.  Hardin  Capital  Equipment  Purchase  . . .  57,388 

23.  Treasure  County  Comprehensive  Plan. .  17,000 

24.  Colstrip  Community  Services  Facility  .  300,000 

25.  Big  Horn  County  Rural 

Fire  Equipment 75,000 

26.  Laurel  Elementary  School  Addition.  . .  228,825 

TOTAL  $9,810,781 
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Volunteer 

Management 

Workshop 


A  Volunteer  Management  Workshop  will  be 
conducted  on  December  1-2  by  the  Northern 
Rockies  Action  Group  (NRAG).  The  workshop, 
designed  particularly  for  groups  interested  in 
developing  effective  volunteer  programs,  will 
feature  keynote  speaker  Marge  Tabankin,  director 
of   VISTA   and    former    director   of  the   Youth 


Governor  Returns  Community 
Action  Agency  To  Communities 


After  extensive  negotiations  with  the  Federal 
Government  proved  unsuccessful.  Governor  Tom 
Judge  has  decided  to  disband  the  statewide 
Community  Action  Agency  (CAA)  and  will 
designate  each  of  the  State's  nine  Human  Resource 
Development  Councils  (HRDC's)  as  the 
Community  Action  Agency  for  its  respective 
planning  district. 

Under  the  existing  system,  the  Department  of 
Community  Affairs  Human  Resources  Division  has 
acted  as  the  statewide  Community  Action  Agency 
and  has  contracted  with  ten  local  HRDC's  for 
operation  of  the  programs  in  their  areas.  The 
Federal  government,  however,  insisted  on  the 
organization  of  a  statewide  CAA  15-member  board 
with  considerable  decision-making  powers.  The 
State's  position  was  that  such  a  Board  would 
restrict  the  ability  of  the  local  HRDC's  to  plan  and 
operate  programs  designed  to  meet  local  needs. 
When  satisfactory  resolution  of  the  problem  seemed 
apparently  impossible,  the  Governor  decided  to 
return  the  CAA  designation  to  the  local  agencies. 


This  action  will  remove  the  state's  role  in  the 
basic  operation  of  the  Community  Action  Program 
in  Montana;  the  HRDC's  will  be  contracting 
directly  with  the  Federal  Regional  Community 
Services  Administration  (CSA). 

CSA  will  be  responsible  for  monitoring  and 
evaluating  the  activities  of  the  HRDC's  and 
determining  whether  or  not  they  are  functioning 
adequately  on  federally  recognized  CAA's. 
Ironically,  DCA's  involvement  as  the  statewide 
CAA  began  in  1974  as  a  direct  result  of  the  Federal 
Government's  attempts  to  shut  down  the  CAP 
program.  The  Nixon  administration  had 
implemented  the  policy  of  "New  Federalism" 
whereby  more  funds  were  being  made  available  to 
public  bodies  and  less  to  private,  non-profit 
organizations,  which  most  CAA's  are. 

At  that  time,  six  of  the  state's  CAA  Board  of 
Directors  came  to  the  DCA  Human  Resources 
Division  and  asked  it,  as  a  public  agency,  to  apply 
for  and  receive  anti-poverty  funds  and  continue  to 
make  those  funds  available  to  local  anti-poverty 
groups. 


State  Prepares  For  '80  Census 


On  October  31,  the  DCA  Research  and 
Information  Systems  Division  sponsored  a  meeting 
of  representatives  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census  and 
key  state  agencies  and  institutions  that  may  play  a 
role  in  the  implementation  and  operation  of  a  state 
data  center.  This  center  will  provide  Montana  with 
data  from  the  1980  Census. 

The  State  Data  Center  Program  is  a  new  Federal- 
State-Local  cooperative  effort  designed  to  improve 
access  to  and  use  of  Census  Bureau  and  related 
statistical  resources.  The  first  step  toward 
establishing  a  center  for  Montana  was  taken  by 
Tom  Dundas,  Administrator  of  R&IS  Division, 
whose  agency  has  served  for  9  years  as  a  summary 
tape  processing  center  for  the  1970  Census  of 
Population  and  Housing  data. 

At  the  October  meeting  in  Helena,  Gerald 
O'Donnell,  Regional  Coordinator  of  the  Bureau  of 
the  Census  Data  Services  explained  how  the  Census 
Bureau  provides  participating  states  with  material 


resources  such  as  statistical  reports  and  computer 
tapes,  reference  reports  and  maps.  Information 
provided  to  the  state  centers  covers  all  of  the 
Bureau's  statistical  programs  including  population, 
housing,  manufacturing,  agriculture,  distributive 
trades  and  services  industries.  The  Bureau  also 
provides  training  and  technical  assistance  to  the 
State  Data  Center  staff  as  well  as  consultation  on 
special  problems.  The  states  utilize  these  materials 
and  associated  training  to  provide  such  services  to 
data  users  as  tape  processing,  library  facilities, 
inquiry  handling,  training,  orientation,  consultation 
and  general  assistance  in  data  use.  The  states 
assume  all  costs  for  space,  personnel  and  adminis- 
trative services  to  operate  the  centers. 

State  representatives  will  continue  their  discussion 
of  the  program  to  identify  the  agency  that  will  serve 
as  the  lead  agency,  after  which  a  formal  agreement 
will  be  signed  by  the  Director  of  the  Census  Bureau 
and  the  Governor. 


Project. 

The  Friday  meeting  will  begin  at  7:00  p.m.,  and 
the  Saturday  session  will  begin  at  9:00  a.m.;  both 
will  take  place  in  the  conference  rooms  in  the  Lewis 
and  Clark  County  Library.  A  $5.00  registration  fee, 
due  by  November  28,  covers  workshop  costs  and  a 
dinner  Saturday. 


For  registrations  or  for  more  information, 
contact  NRAG,  9  Placer  Street,  Helena,  MT 
59601/442-6615. 

Also,  NRAG  recently  published  a  report  on 
volunteerism  in  the  Northern  Rockies  region.  You 
can  purchase  a  copy  of  "A  Celebration  of 
Volunteers"  for  $3.00  from  NRAG. 
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Congress  Passes  Transportation  Act 


An  omnibus  transportation  bill,  the  Surface 
Transportation  Assistance  Act  of  1978,  passed  both 
the  House  and  the  Senate  in  the  final  days  of  the 
95th  Congress.  The  bill  authorizes  transportation 
funding  for  the  next  four  fiscal  years:  $12.2  billion 
in  1979;  S12.9  billion  in  1980;  $13.5  billion  in  1981 
and  $12.5  billion  in  1982. 

President  Carter  must  now  sign  the  bill  for  it  to 
become  law.  While  a  backlog  at  the  Government 
Printing  Office  has  delayed  the  bill  past  MCN's 
deadline.  White  House  sources  have  predicted 
Carter  will  sign  the  measure. 

One  interesting  provision  of  the  act  involves 
bridges,  where  the  bill  authorizes  a  six-fold  increase 
for  the  Bridge  Replacement  and  Repair  Program.  A 


new  requirement  for  that  program  sets  aside  a 
minimum  of  15%  and  a  maximum  of  35%  of  the 
funding  for  off-system  bridges. 

Allocations  to  the  states  are  not  spelled  out  in  the 
bill.  However,  the  DCA  Highway  Safety  Division 
estimates  the  bill  will  mean  increased  funding  for 
Montana  in  many  programs  and  categories. 

We've  reprinted  the  funding  levels  for  some  of 
those  categories  below.  The  column  labeled  "TF" 
represents  monies  from  the  Trust  Fund;  "GF" 
represents  monies  from  the  General  Fund.  For  more 
information  about  the  bill,  contact  DCA  Highway 
Safety  Division,  Capitol  Station,  Helena,  MT 
59601/449-3412. 
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Authorizations    (millions  of  dollars) 


FY  1 

1979 

Fy  1980 

FY  1981 

Fy  1982 

TF 

GF 

TF 

Gf 

GF 

TF 

GF 

Interstate  Completion 

3,250 

3,500 

3,500 

3,200 

Interstate  Vi^o  minimum 

125 

125 

125 

125 

Interstate  3R 

175 

175 

275 

275 

Federal-Aid  Primary 

1,550 

1,700 

1,800 

1,500 

Federal-Aid  Secondary 

500 

550 

600 

400 

Federal-Aid  Urban 

800 

800 

800 

800 

Forest  Highways 

33 

33 

33 

33 

Public  Lands  Highways 

16 

16 

16 

16 

Z 
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Rail  Crossing  Study 

— 

0.35 

— 

— 

Gasohol  Study  Commission 

1.5 

' — 

— 

— 

Forest  Development  Roads  &  Trails 

140 

140 

140 

140 

CD 

Indian  Reservation  Roads 

83 

83 

83 

83 

3 
cr 

CD 

Public  Lands  Development 

Roads  &  Trails 

10 

10 

10 

10 

Safer  Off-System  Roads 

200 

200 

200 

200 

Section  402 

V 

State  &  Community  Grants 

CD 

NHTSA 

175 

175 

200 

200 

^ 

FHWA 

25 

25 

25 

25 

CO 

Bridge  Replacement  &  Rehabilitation 

900 

1,100 

1,300 

900 

High-Hazard  Locations  & 

Roadside  Obstacles 

125 

150 

1500 

200 

Pavement  Marking 

65 

65 

65 

— 

Rail-Highway  Crossings 

190 

190 

190 

190 

Innovative  Safety  Grants 

— 

5 

10 

15 

55  MPH  Enforcement 

50 

67.5 

67.5 

67.5 

School  Bus  Driver  Training 

2.5 

2.5 

2.5 

2.5 
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"Effects  of  Coal  Mine  Subsidence  in  Ihe  Western 
Powder  River  Basin,  Wyo,"  USGS  Open  File 
Report  78-473;  available  for  $11.50  (paper)  or  $3.50 
(microfiche)  from  the  Open  File  Services  Section, 
Distribution  Branch,  U.S.  Geological  Survey,  306 
Federal  Center,  P.O.  Box  25425,  Denver  Colorado 
80225. 

This  recent  study  concludes  that  in  certain  cases, 
strip  mining  causes  less  long-term  environmental 
damage  than  underground  mining  does.  Among 
other  areas,  USGS  studied  Decker,  Montana  and 
the  western  Powder  River  Basin  for  its  report. 


"Rural  Solid  Waste  Management,"  (No.  18),  $2.50, 
available  from  the  National  Association  of 
Counties,  Publications  Department,  1735  New  York 
Ave.,  N.W.,  Washington,  D.C.  20006 

NACo  has  collected  a  packet  of  useful  studies, 
reports,  articles,  surveys  and  bibliographies  for 
small  cities  and  rural  areas  that  are  interested  in 
solid  waste  management.  The  packet  includes  a 
model  accounting  system  and  sources  of  federal 
financial  and  technical  assistance. 

"Planning   for   Wildlife   in   Cities   and    Suburbs," 

(No.  024-010-00471-1),  prepared  by  the  U.S.  Fish 
and  Wildlife  Service  and  the  American  Society  of 
Planning  Officials,  $2.40;  available  from  the 
Superintendent  of  Documents,  U.S.  Government 
Printing  Office,  Washington,  D.C.  20402 

A  useful  booklet  about  the  creation  and 
maintenance  of  good  habitat  for  wildlife  in  cities 
and  suburban  areas. 


"Condominium  and  Homeowner  Associations  That 
Work:  On  Paper  and  in  Action,"  the  Urban  Land 
Institute  and  the  Community  Associations  Institute, 
$16.00;  available  from  ULI,  1200  Eighteenth  St., 
N.W.,  Washington,  D.C.  20036 

This  book  deals  with  organizing  and  operating 
condominium  and  homeowner  associations.  ULI 
claims  the  book  is  particularly  helpful  because 
associations  can  add  to  the  stability  of  residential 
developments  and  provide  services  to  complement 
local  governments. 

"Public  Policy  and  the  Changing  Structure  of 
American  Agriculture,"  single  copies  free;  available 
from  the  Congressional  Budget  Office,  Room  3409, 
2nd  and  D  Street,  S.W.,  Washington,  D.C.  20515. 

Unless  federal  policies  are  changed,  this  report 
estimates  that  the  2. 7-million  farms  in  the  U.  S.  in 
1977  will  become  1.6  million  by  2000 — a  strong 
trend  toward  fewer  and  larger  farms.  One  answer, 
the  report  concludes,  is  more  federal  aid  to  small 
and  medium-sized  farms.  But  it  also  warms  that  this 
aid  would  raise  consumer  prices  about  3%  and 
lower  the  average  per  farm  income. 


The  second  printing  of  the  1977  Montana  Human 
Services  Directory  fills  more  than  175  pages  and 
lists  over  1,000  agencies  and  services  in  Montana. 
The  cost  per  copy  is  $4.00  (this  includes  $1.00  per 
copy  for  postage  and  handling). 

The  publication  can  be  ordered  from  the  MSU 
Bookstore,  Attention:  John  Ross,  Montana  State 
University,  Bozeman,  MT  59717. 


Model  Children's  Code 


The  Coordinator  of  Indian  Affairs,  Merle  R. 
Lucas,  provides  advice  and  technical  assistance  to 
state  agencies  and  tribal  governments  in  the 
development  and  implementation  of  programs 
designed  to  improve  state  and  tribal  relations.  These 
programs  reflect  current  conditions  in  education, 
employment,  health,  welfare,  economic 
development,  housing,  law  and  order,  and  resource 
development. 

Mr.  Lucas  is  assisted  in  his  efforts  by  Susan 
Howard,  Administrative  Assistant,  and  Josephine 
Neuman,  Indian  Criminal  Justice  Planner.  Ms. 
Neuman  specializes  in  a  wide  variety  of  activities 
involving  the  federal,  state  and  tribal  judicial 
systems.  The  secretarial  service  and  general  office 
management  is  provided  by  Vonda  Brewster. 


Recently  the  Indian  Affairs  staff,  in  cooperation 
with  the  State  Task  Force  on  Child  Abuse  and 
Neglect  and  the  Montana  Tribes,  developed  a 
program  that  was  funded  by  the  Department  of 
Health,  Education  and  Welfare.  This  program  will 
assist  Montana  Tribes  in  developing  a  tribal  law  and 
order  code  to  deal  with  child  abuse  and  neglect  on 
the  Montana  Reservations.  The  Montana  Tribes  are 
currently  in  the  process  of  hiring  an  attorney  to 
develop  the  reservation  model  code  for  child  abuse 
and  neglect.  Anyone  interested  in  finding  out  more 
about  this  project,  or  other  projects  and  activities 
of  the  Indian  Affairs  Unit,  should  call  449-3702  or 
write:  DCA  Indian  Affairs  Unit,  Capitol  Station, 
Helena,  MT  59601. 


BARS  ACCOUNTING  SYSTEM 


For  over  two  years,  DCA's  Local  Government 
Services  Division  has  worked  to  develop  a  uniform 
Budgetary,  Accounting  and  Reporting  System  for 
use  by  Montana  cities  and  counties.  Over  the  next  5 
years  this  system,  known  by  its  acromym  "BARS," 
will  replace  systems  that  have  been  in  use  for  over 
half  a  century.  The  BARS  system  can  be  utilized  in 
conjunction  with  a  city  or  county's  existing  method 
for  processing  financial  data,  whether  such  methods 
are  completely  manual  or  involve  the  use  of 
electronic  accounting  machines  or  mini-computers. 

The  BARS  system  will  provide  uniform 
accounting  methodology  for  all  cities  and  counties, 
incorporating  generally  accepted  accounting 
principles  and  adhering  to  all  state  laws  that  affect 
accounting  policy.  Nationally,  the  use  of  generally 
accepted  accounting  principles  by  local  units  of 
government  is  becoming  more  and  more  important, 
since  a  failure  to  do  so  can  significantly  affect  an 
entity's  resources,  including  Federal  Revenue 
Sharing  and  the  issuance  of  local  debt. 

While  uniformity  is  an  important  aspect  of  the 
BARS  system,  other  local  benefits  include  impoved 
financial  information  for  management  planning  and 
decision-making  and  better  public  disclosure  of 
governmental  operations.  In  addition,  the  system 
allows  sufficient  flexibility  in  the  selection  of 
revenue  and  expenditure  accounts  to  allow  local 
finance  officials  to  tailor  budgets  and  financial 
reports  to  meet  specific  local  needs.  Furthermore, 
the  annual  financial  reports  generated  by  BARS  will 
meet  the  local  government  reporting  requirements 
of  many  state  agencies.  State,  Federal  and 
independent  auditors  will  find  that  the  uniform 
procedures  and  accounting  principles  embodied  in 
the  system  will  facilitate  city  and  county  audits. 

Many  people  contributed  to  the  successful 
development  of  the  BARS  system.  In  order  to 
obtain  user  input,  a  City  and  County  Budgetary, 
Accounting  and  Reporting  System  Advisory 
Council  was  formed  by  representatives  of  the 
Montana  League  of  Cities  and  Towns,  the  Montana 
Association  of  Counties,  the  Montana  Association 
of  Clerks  and  Recorders,  the  Montana  County 
Treasurer's  Association,  the  Montana  Society  of 
Certified  Public  Accountants  and  the  Montana 
Taxpayer's  Association. 


STAFF  PLANNER  IN  SHERIDAN,  WYO. 
Position  open  for  a  planner  with  an 
extensive  background  in  rural  Rocky 
Mt.  county  planning;  $18-20,000; 
call  Joe  Hollongsworth,  (307)  672- 
3426. 


The  BARS  implementation  program  includes 
intensive  on-site  assistance,  reinforced  by  periodic 
training  sessions  on  various  aspects  of  governmental 
budgeting.  In  future  articles,  more  details  on  the 
BARS  system  and  its  uses  will  be  discussed.  The 
Local  Government  Services  Division  welcomes 
questions  and  comments  from  all  newsletter 
readers.  Our  phone  number  in  Helena  is  449-3010, 
or  write  DCA  Local  Government  Services  Division, 
Capitol  Station,  Helena,  MT  59601. 


a 


C.  R.  "Dick"  Draper  retired  a  I  ihe  end  of 
September  as  administrator  of  DCA  's  Research  and 
Information  Systems  Division  after  nine  years  at 
DCA.  He  also  held  a  part-time  position  as  associate 
professor  of  planning  and  development  at  Montana 
State  University. 

Dick  and  his  wife,  Harriet,  have  moved  to 
Brookings,  Oregon.  R.  Tom  Dundas,  Jr.  is  the  new 
administrator  for  the  division. 

PRINCIPAL  PLANNER  position  available. 
Requires  a  degree  in  city  planning  or  related  field 
and  3  years  experience  in  review  of  subdivisions, 
rezonings,  special  use  permits,  etc.  Salary  $1296  per 
month.  Apply  by  November  30,  1978  to  Lewis  & 
Clark  Areawide  Planning  Organization,  38  South 
Last  Chance  Gulch,  Helena,  Montana  59601/406- 
442-5000.  An  Equal  Opportunity  employer. 
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HOME  COSTS  WILL  SOAR, 
AUDITORS  PREDICT 


The  typical  family  home  in  Montana  will  cost 
$78,000  in  1981,  estimates  the  Montana  Legislative 
Auditor's  office. 

The  auditors  made  that  projection  while  they 
were  reviewing  the  State  Board  of  Real  Estate  under 
Montana's  "Sunset  Law"  to  judge  if  the  Board 
serves  a  useful  purpose.  For  their  report,  the 
auditors  looked  at  the  present  median  price  for  a 
new  home — almost  $50,000 — and  predicted  an 
increase  of  nearly  $30,000  over  the  next  four  years. 
In  1978  alone,  new  housing  sales  are  expected  to 
exceed  $124  million. 

Too  much  money  is  involved,  the  auditors 
decided,  to  recommend  dissolving  the  Board,  the 
state's  main  regulatory  body  over  real  estate  sales: 
"We  conclude  that,  based  on  the  extent  of  public 
involvement  with  real  estate,  the  economic  impact 
of  real  estate  sales  and  the  possibility  of  public 
harm,  the  absence  of  regulation  would  harm  the 
public." 


Nez  Perce  Trail 

The  High  Country  News  reports  that  the  U.S. 
Forest  Service  and  the  National  Park  Service  are 
studying  the  Nez  Perce  Trail  for  potential  inclusion 
in  the  National  Trails  System.  The  trail  runs  from 
Wallowa  Lake  in  eastern  Oregon  through  Idaho 
and  Wyoming  to  the  Bear  Paw  Mountains  in  north- 
central  Montana.  Groups  or  individuals  interested 
in  the  study  may  send  comments  and  suggestions  to: 
USDA  Forest  Service,  Recreation  and  Lands,  P.O. 
Box  7669,  Missoula,  Mont.  59807. 


MAP  Nominations 

Nominations  are  now  open  for  the  vice 
presidency  and  four  Board  of  Directors  positions  in 
the  Montana  Association  of  Planners  (MAP). 

Any  current,  professional  member  of  MAP  is 
eligible  for  one  of  the  posts,  and  any  member  can 
nominate  a  candidate  by  contacting  George 
Freeman,  Billings  City-County  Planning  Board, 
P.O.  Box  1178,  Billings  MT  59103/248-7511.  The 
deadline  for  nominations  is  November  20,  1978. 


The  auditors  were  also  concerned  about  a  trend 
of  home  buyers  purchasing  houses  costing  more 
than  twice  their  annual  income,  and  possibly 
straining  their  family  budget. 

"Unlike  the  buyers  of  shampoo  or  toothpaste, 
inexperienced  home  buyers  seldom  have  alternatives 
with  which  to  compare  the  quality  of  the  agent's 
performance,"  the  auditors'  report  concluded. 
"Without  current  regulation,  the  public  would  be 
less  able  to  identify  real  estate  brokers  or  salesmen 
qualified  to  perform  their  services  in  a  competent 
manner." 

The  auditors  said  they  didn't  expect  any  general 
decline  in  either  the  price  or  demand  for  real  estate 
in  Montana  in  the  future. 


The  Montana  Community  News  is 
published  each  month  by  the  Montana 
Department  of  Community  Affairs. 
Subscriptions  are  free;  to  get  on  our  mailing 
list,  write  to  Montana  Community  News, 
Department  of  Community  Affairs,  Capitol 
Station,  Helena,  MT  59601  or  call  (406)  449- 
3757. 

We   welcome  responses   to  articles,    reader 
letters  and  article  suggestions.  Permission  to 
reprint  material  from  MCN  is  hereby  granted. 
Montana  Community  News  is  financed  in 
part  by  a  grant  from  the  U.S.  Department  of 
Housing  and  Urban  Development  under  the 
provisions  of  Section  701  of  the  Housing  Act 
of  1954,  as  amended. 
Department  of  Community  Affairs 
Director 
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